
 

 

OPYB/S 10U Softball Rules 2013 

 

USSSA Rules for 10 and under apply except where modified and for the additional House 

League Rules. 

House League Rules: 

 Continuous Batting Order 

 An 11” softball is used 

 6 inning game 

 No less than three defensive innings for each player, each full game. As a guideline, no 

player should sit two innings in a row as not all games complete all six innings. 

 This is not a “must slide league”.  We will employ a “Contact Avoidance” policy.  The 

base runner must take reasonable means to avoid a “wreck” by utilizing a slide or 

evasive running within the base path.  Similarly, the defender will not be allowed to 

obstruct the base path or the base.  Violations of either policy will result in the umpire’s 

call favoring the opposite player’s team. 

 Bases will be set at sixty feet. 

 Pitching plate will be set at thirty five feet 

 Batters must wear a helmet with face guard and chin strap 

 Teams may start play with eight players but an out must be recorded for the ninth spot in 

the batting order.  If fewer than eight players can play, for any reason, the game is a 

forfeit. 

 On deck batter should warm up in the on deck circle facing the current batters back. 

Regulation Game/Slaughter Rule: 

 A regulation game consists of six innings.  Home team will not bat if leading after visiting 

team bats in the sixth inning. 

 There is a four run maximum rule each inning 

 Game Slaughter Rule occurs when the trailing team cannot score enough runs to win or 

tie after three complete innings or more. 



 In the event a game is called by the umpire on account of darkness or weather, imposed 

time limit or other reason after three complete innings, game is considered as a 

completed regulation game. 

 If the fourth or later inning is started, but not complete when the game is called, the 

score will revert to the last completed inning.  If the score was a tie then the game is a tie 

 If a game is called before it is complete, the game will be rescheduled and will resume 

from the point where it had been called.  This will only apply if the outcome of this game 

impacts the final standings 

 Final standings will be determined by winning percentages and ties will be recorded as 

half win and half loss for both teams.  If tied by winning percentage the first tie breaker is 

head to head competition.  If still tied, the playoff position will be determined by con flip. 

 There are no ties in the playoffs. 

 The umpire’s call is final.  There are no appeals 

Pitching Rules: 

 A second pitcher for each team must pitch one of the first three innings. 

 Maximum three innings per pitcher per game. Any part of an inning is considered an 

inning. 

 Any pitcher may return to pitch one time during the game. One full inning must pass 

before a pitcher can return. If a pitcher is replaced part way through an inning, another 

full inning must pass before she can return. 

 Nine year old (born in 2001) or younger must pitch a minimum of one inning per game. 

Base Running: 

 Runners can leave the base when the ball crosses home plate. 

 Stealing two bases at one time by the same base runner is not permitted. 

 No stealing home 

 No Infield Fly Rule 

 No Dropped Third Strike 

 

 

 



 

Hurry-up Rules are Utilized 

 Catcher for offensive team is ready in dugout before half inning ends 

 Catcher keeps shin guards on in the On-deck Circle unless she is guaranteed to be a 

batter that inning. 

 A courtesy runner may be put in at any time for the pitcher or catcher. The courtesy 

runner must be the player who made the last batted out (strikeout or in field). Early in the 

game when there is no batted out has occurred, the courtesy runner will be the last 

player in the batting order. 

 Pitcher gets a maximum of three pitches between innings 

 
Thrown Bat Rule 

 

 Umpires immediately issue one “Bench Warning” to the offending team when a bat is 
accidentally thrown from a swinging batter.   

 This will be the only warning to that entire team.  

 Subsequent thrown bats by any member of that team will result in the batter being called 
out.   

 If a batter from the opposing team throws a bat, the opposing team will receive a 
warning and the process will repeat itself.   

  If it is determined that a bat is intentionally thrown, that is a different issue and the 

umpire can declare the player out and/or ineligible to continue in the game. 
 

 

The umpire is an employee of OPYBS and is the authority on the field of play.  In the 

State of Illinois it is a felony to threaten or accost an umpire in a youth sports game.  

OPYBS will prosecute to the fullest extent of the law. 

 

 

 

 

 


